
PO Box 3595
Norfolk, VA 23514

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Norfolk, VA

Permit No. 3141

VAFEST.ORG OR 757-282-2822  //  UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCES INSIDE!

BILLY GARLAND

Dear Festival Friends,

What a joy it is to once again welcome friends – old and new – to Virginia 
Arts Festival! We count among those friends the faithful Festival patrons 
who sustained us and gave us hope during the pandemic; the artists 
who worked with us to find dates so that we could be together again; 
and new audience members eager to get out and enjoy the thrill of 
live performances. We have planned more than 50 performances for 
you, including music that spans from classical to jazz, pop, Americana 
and world, riveting theater, and soaring opera, and of course our own 
spectacular Virginia International Tattoo, performing this year at the Old 
Dominion University’s S.B. Ballard Stadium. 

Now more than ever, we look forward to sharing these great performances 
with you on stages throughout our beautiful region, including our new Bank 
Street Stage in downtown Norfolk. I hope 
you will join us again and again.

Robert W. Cross
Perry Artistic Director
Virginia Arts Festival

WELCOME

Order online!
VAFEST.ORG

Need help/have questions? 

Call (757) 282-2822 or (877) 741-2787

Hours: Monday - Friday, 10 AM - 5 PM

Groups of 10 or more save!  
Call (757) 282-2819

Coastal Virginia is rich in history and blessed with a beautiful climate 
– a destination for year-round leisure and learning. Sparkling water 
surrounds you and sunny beaches and thrill-packed theme parks 
beckon, along with fascinating museums and aquariums, scenic river 
cruises, dolphin and whale watching tours, restaurants for every taste, 
breweries, and wineries, great shopping, and more.  

Our partner restaurants offer award-winning cuisine, from casual to 
fine dining – many also offer outdoor seating options.  

Our partner hotels offer deluxe to world-class accommodations and 
first-rate amenities. 

For information about Virginia Arts Festival Hotel and Restaurant 
partners, please visit vafest.org/your-visit.

FOOD + WINE + STAY + PLAY + SHOP

VIRGINIA ARTS FESTIVAL GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES 
OUR SPONSORS AS OF APRIL 1, 2021

WORKING TOGETHER WITH EACH OF OUR SPONSORS MEANS CONTINUED  
SUCCESS FOR THE FESTIVAL AND COASTAL VIRGINIA.SPONSORS

PLATINUM

BILLY GARLANDGOLD

BRONZE
Adams Outdoor Advertising
Bay Diesel & Generator
BDO
Coastal Virginia Magazine
Creekside Communications
Holiday Inn Virginia Beach - Norfolk 

Hotel & Conference Center
Local Daily Media
Max Media Interactive

The Nicholson AAAA Foundation
The Norfolk Stationery Company, Inc.
S.L. Nusbaum Realty Co. 
VEER Magazine
Virginia Electronic Systems
Wells Fargo Center 
Willcox Savage, P.C.
WTKR-TV

The Aaron Copland Fund for Music
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
D. Baker Ames Charitable Foundation
East Beach Institute
The Helen G. Gifford Foundation
Marietta McNeil & Samuel Tate Morgan, Jr. 

Trust, Bank of America N.A., Trustee
Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation
ODU Hixon Community Engagement Fund
Tidewater Children’s Foundation

LEAD FOUNDATION PARTNER

Friedrich Ludwig Diehn Fund
Glenn Allen Scott and  

Anne C. Brower Cultural Endowment
Leah S. Wohl Musical Arts Fund

Robert and Nancy Richards Fund

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

BUSINESS CONSORTIUM FOR ARTS SUPPORT
Atlantic Dominion Distributors/ 

Hoffman Beverage
B.M. Stanton Foundation
Bank of America
Birdsong Corp.
Davenport & Company LLC
Dixon Hughes Goodman
Dollar Tree Stores, Inc.
The Dragas Companies
Foundation (anonymous)
Hampton Roads Community Foundation
Kaufman & Canoles

Norfolk Southern Foundation
Palladium Registered Investment Advisors
Perry Family Foundation
Raymond James
Southern Bank
TowneBank
Virginia Natural Gas, Inc.
Wall, Einhorn + Chernitzer, P.C.
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wilbanks Smith & Thomas Asset Management, LLC
Willcox & Savage, P.C.
Williams Mullen

RESTAURANT PARTNERS
219 Bistro
456 Fish
Baladi Mediterranean Cafe
Baxter’s Sports Lounge
Byrd & Baldwin Brothers Steakhouse
California Pizza Kitchen
Croc’s 19th Street Bistro
Cure Coffeehouse & Brasserie
Donatos Pizza 
Grain
Leone’s Italian

Mission BBQ
Norfolk Seafood Company & Big Easy Oyster Bar
Saffron Indian Bistro
Saltine
Stripers Waterside
TASTE
Todd Jurich’s Bistro
Tucanos Brazilian Grill
Varia
Voilà! Cuisine Internationale
Waterside District

MEDIA SUPPORT
92.3-FM The Tide
92.9 The Wave
93.7 Bob FM
94.9 The Point
95.7 R&B
97.3 Eagle
101.3 2WD
102.1-FM The Tide
13 NewsNow
Adams Outdoor Advertising 
All-News 102
AltDaily

Barnes & Noble at Tidewater 
Community College

Cox Media
The Flagship 
FOX43-TV
Jewish News
Local Daily Media 
Nauticus
New Journal & Guide
Norfolk Tides
Sinclair Communications
The Daily Press

The Virginia Gazette
The Virginian-Pilot/PilotOnline.com
Tidewater Family
Tidewater Women
VEER Magazine
Virginia Craft Beer Magazine
WAVY-TV
WHRO Public Media
WHRO 90.3 FM
WHRV 89.5 FM
WTKR-TV
WY Daily

CORPORATE SUPPORTERS
Abbitt Family Foundation
Chesbay Distributing Company
Comfort Inn & Suites Virginia Beach Oceanfront
David Polston Photography
Enterprise Holdings Foundation

Flowers Wayne Jones
Hyatt Place Virginia Beach Town Center
McGuire Woods LLP
Newport News Sheriff’s Office
USAA

STAYING SAFE

Virginia Arts Festival is committed to the health and safety of all 
patrons, staff, and artists. See the list of precautions below as you plan 
to come to an event.

CDC safety protocols and procedures:

·     �Please plan to arrive early (doors open 1 hour prior to each 
performance) to ensure plenty of time to be safely seated.

·     �Hand sanitizing stations will be available for use at entry and 
throughout the venue.

·     �Wearing a mask covering mouth and nose will be mandatory for 
patrons and staff - to be worn the entire time onsite. No one will  
be admitted without one. If concessions are sold, masks may  
only be removed while seated in assigned seat and consuming 
food/beverage.

·     �Audience seating is provided and will be sanitized before  
each performance.

·     �Audience seating will be arranged to accommodate each  
party allowing for six feet of physical distance from other parties. 
Upon arrival, ushers will assist you to your seating location.

·     �No one with a fever or symptoms of COVID-19, or known exposure 
to a COVID-19 case in the prior 14 days, will be admitted.

SILVER

SPECIAL 
FOUNDATION 

SUPPORT                               

VIRGINIAARTSFESTIVAL 2021 Robert W. Cross 
Perry Artistic Director

Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra Septet 
with Wynton Marsalis

Leonard Bernstein’s
Trouble in Tahiti

Music of David Bowie

Olga Kern

Chris Thile

Virginia Symphony Orchestra

VAFEST.ORGTICKETS ON SALE NOW! UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCES

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
The Virginia Arts Festival is supported by the Virginia Commission for the Arts, the Virginia Tourism 
Corporation and the Commonwealth of Virginia. The Festival is also supported in part by a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Arts in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Generous support has been received from the following cities and counties and/or their Arts and Humanities 
Commissions: Chesapeake, Newport News, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Virginia Beach and Williamsburg.



VIRGINIA INTERNATIONAL TATTOO

SPONSORS:

Join us as we reignite the Virginia 
International Tattoo Tradition in 
2021 with an unforgettable Salute 
to the Greatest Generation.

The TATTOO is back! For more  
than two decades the Virginia  
Arts Festival’s Virginia International 
Tattoo has thrilled audiences with a 
spectacular Show of patriotism and 
pride. This year, the tattoo takes 
the field outdoors at Old Dominion 
University’s S.B. Ballard Stadium 
with an exceptional cast including 
military bands, bagpipes galore, 
drummers, dancers and so  
much more!

Thursday, June 3, 7:30 pm
Friday, June 4, 10:30 am
Friday, June 4, 7:30 pm
Saturday, June 5, 7:30 pm
Sunday, June 6, 2:30 pm

Old Dominion University’s 
Kornblau Field at S. B. Ballard Stadium
* Performances will take place rain or shine.

PIPES, DRUMS & DANCERS

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

Appalachian Piping  
Academy Pipes and Drums

Camden County Emerald  
Society Pipes and Drums

Tidewater Pipes and Drums

4th Battalion, Royal Regiment  
of Scotland (Tentative)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

Chicago Wheel JAM

Granby High School Navy Junior 
Reserve Officers Training Corps

Kilgore College Rangerettes 

Old Dominion University  
Drumline 

Old Dominion University  
Monarch Marching Band

U.S. Air Force Honor  
Guard Drill Team

U.S. Army Training and  
Doctrine Command Band

U.S. Marine Corps Forces  
Reserve Band

2021 CAST

U.S. Marine Corps  
FAST Company

Virginia Children’s 
Chorus

Virginia Symphony  
Orchestra Chorus

MULTI-NATIONAL:

Headquarters Supreme  
Allied Command  
Transformation Multi-
National Ceremonial 
Detail, NATO

*Artists subject to change.

A SALUTE TO THE GREATEST GENERATION

June 18-20 
LAWN OF THE ART MUSEUMS OF COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG

Unforgettable concerts in a uniquely beautiful, historic setting! 
Under the spreading shade trees on The Lawn of the Art 

Museums of Colonial Williamsburg, enjoy great music plus 
inspired local food, regional craft beers, and just around the 

corner, centuries of history to explore.

Co-Presented with the City of Williamsburg and The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation

VAFEST.ORG

WILLIAMSBURG LIVE
FRIDAY, JUNE 18 - CHRIS THILE SATURDAY, JUNE 19 - LEYLA McCALLA SUNDAY, JUNE 20 - THE LONE BELLOW

OLIVER WOOD
His style has been described as a mix of folk, blues, gospel and 
jazz; what fans know is that his songs speak directly to their souls, 
with a sound that’s “truly timeless...comforting us and propelling 
us toward some deeper understanding” (popmatters.com). 

7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

Virginia Stage Company
August Wilson’s  
HOW I LEARNED WHAT I LEARNED
A staged reading of this autobiographical play chronicles the 
hardships of growing up in Pittsburgh’s Hill District and how 
that shaped him as a writer. This tough and funny one-man show 
reveals “through Wilson’s own eyes how the neighborhood and the 
history deeply embedded in it, shaped his worldview, alternately 
toughened and tried his spirit, and ultimately inspired his majestic 
investigation of Black experience” (The New York Times).

April 14-16, 7:30 PM	 April 23, 7:30 PM
April 17, 2 PM & 7:30 PM	 April 24, 2 PM & 7:30 PM
April 18, 7:30 PM	 April 25, 7:30 PM
April 20-21, 7:30 PM
Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

CATALYST QUARTET 
Works by Montgomery, Price and Walker
This unique ensemble believes in the unity that can be achieved 
through music–and they imagine their programs and projects 
with this in mind, redefining and reimagining the classical music 
experience. 

7:30 PM - Attucks Theatre, Norfolk

ZAKIR HUSSAIN AND MASTERS OF PERCUSSION
Hussain is “a magician in his own right over a spectrum of 
percussive sounds” (Denver Post).

7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER ORCHESTRA SEPTET  
with Wynton Marsalis
These performances showcase the JLCO Septet with Wynton 
Marsalis in a rare small group configuration that will leave 
audiences inspired and uplifted with the full vigor, vision and 
depth of America’s music.

April 30, 7:30 PM
May 1, 2:30 PM & 7:30 PM 
Sandler Center for the Performing Arts, Virginia Beach

MONDAY, APRIL 12

NATHAN LAUBE, organ
Known for his brilliant playing, gracious demeanor, and creative 
programming of repertoire spanning five centuries. 

7:30 PM - St. Bede Catholic Church, Williamsburg

BROADWAY AT BANK STREET STAGE  
ROB FISHER, piano & LAURA OSNES, vocal 
Join us for a Sunday afternoon concert featuring Rob Fisher, 
Festival friend conductor/pianist, with Laura Osnes, Tony Award 
nominee actress and Broadway’s Princess (Cinderella, Bonnie 
and Clyde, Anything Goes, South Pacific, Grease).

2:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

Virginia Opera 
Leonard Bernstein’s TROUBLE IN TAHITI
This opera focuses on a day in the life of a married couple 
surrounded by the troubles and temptations of American life in 
the era of Mad Men.

May 7, 6 PM & 8:30 PM
May 8, 4 PM & 7 PM
Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

BRENTANO QUARTET 
“Passionate, uninhibited and spellbinding” (London Independent), 
this brilliant ensemble has drawn praise around the world for 
more than 25 years.

May 10, 7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk
MAY 11, 10:30 AM - Sandler Center for the  
Performing Arts, Virginia Beach

SATURDAY, MAY 15

VIRGINIA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Gerard Schwarz, conductor and Aundi Marie Moore, soprano 
Works by Copland, Barber, and Still 
Internationally recognized for his moving performances, 
innovative programming and extensive catalogue of recordings, 
American conductor Gerard Schwarz appears with the Virginia 
Symphony Orchestra and Chesapeake native, Grammy® Award-
winning soprano Aundi Marie Moore.

May 14, 7:30 PM - Ferguson Center for the Arts, Newport News
May 15,  7:30 PM - Chrysler Hall, Norfolk

JAE SINNETT TRIO with ALLEN FARNHAM, TERRY BURRELL 
For jazz fans looking for a great Saturday night show, this 
outdoor concert by the Jae Sinnett Trio - featuring Allen Farnham 
on piano and Terry Burrell on bass - is just the ticket!

7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

KENNY WASHINGTON with THE JOHN TOOMEY TRIO 
An evening of jazz standards featuring John Toomey on piano, 
Jimmy Masters on bass, and Brian Caputo on drums. Soulful 
New Orleans native Kenny Washington joins the Trio to perform 
on vocals.

7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

SATURDAY, MAY 22

OLGA KERN, piano; LARA ST. JOHN, violin; 
AMANDA FORSYTH, cello 
Works of Saint Saens, Chopin, Grieg 
VAF’s Connie & Marc Jacobson Director of Chamber Music, 
Van Cliburn Gold Medalist Olga Kern will perform with 
Canadian violinist Lara St. John, described as “something of a 
phenomenon” by The Strad with Canadian Juno award-winning 
cellist Amanda Forsyth.

May 25, 7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk
May 26, 10:30 AM - Sandler Center for the Performing Arts, Virginia Beach

A MUSICAL TRIBUTE TO ARETHA AND WHITNEY 
Norfolk State University Theatre Company alumni will be featured 
in this tribute directed by NSU Producing Artistic Director 
Anthony Mark Stockard. This performance is sure to bring the 
audience to their feet!

7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

VIRGINIA INTERNATIONAL TATTOO  
Every year, the Virginia International Tattoo  
is a joyful celebration — but this year’s Tattoo offers powerful 
new reasons to rejoice. Marking the nation’s — and the world’s 
— emergence from a devastating pandemic, the 2021 Virginia 
International Tattoo will celebrate the power of the human spirit, 
with inspiring performances.

June 3 - June 5, 7:30 PM
June 6,  2:30 PM
Old Dominion University’s Kornblau Field at S.B. Ballard Stadium, Norfolk

TUESDAY, APRIL 13

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14 - SUNDAY, APRIL 25 

THURSDAY, APRIL 15

SATURDAY, APRIL 17

SUNDAY, APRIL 18

VIRGINIA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Ryan Speedo Green, bass baritone 
Adam Turner, conductor
“From his first moment onward, Ryan Speedo Green’s booming 
bass was simply a revelation. It grabs you and holds your 
attention with its richness and size” (Opera Wire). 

7:30 PM - Chrysler Hall, Norfolk

THURSDAY, APRIL 22

THURSDAY, APRIL 15 - WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30  

Ellen Reid SOUNDWALK 
Free App Download: Socially Distanced Sound Art
An immersive audio experience that uses music to illuminate the 
natural environment of two Coastal Virginia locations. Through 
a specially designed app, music performed by the world-class 
musicians of Soundwalk Ensemble follows visitors as they navigate 
the park and trail. 

Pleasure House Point Natural Area, Virginia Beach 
Elizabeth River Trail, Norfolk

SUNDAY, MAY 2

FRIDAY, MAY 7 & SATURDAY, MAY 8

MONDAY, MAY 10 & TUESDAY, MAY 11

MONDAY, MAY 10 - SUNDAY, MAY 16 

CONCERT TRUCK
The Concert Truck is a mobile music venue that strengthens 
communities by redefining the concert experience and making 
music accessible to all.  

Outdoor locations: Norfolk, Virginia Beach, Portsmouth

THURSDAY, MAY 13

FRIDAY, MAY 14 & SATURDAY, MAY 15

FRIDAY, MAY 21

THE MUSIC OF DAVID BOWIE 
with Virginia Symphony Orchestra 
Broadway star Tony Vincent and Windborne Music’s exceptional 
musicians combine with the Virginia Symphony Orchestra to 
present some of rock’s most iconic music with the Music of David 
Bowie, performed as you’ve never heard it before. 

7:30 PM - Atlantic Union Bank Pavilion, Portsmouth 

TUESDAY, MAY 25 & WEDNESDAY, MAY 26

FRIDAY, MAY 28 - SUNDAY, MAY 30

THURSDAY, JUNE 3 - SUNDAY, JUNE 6

CHRIS SMITHER
North Shore Point Downtown
Chris Smither is a national treasure, a unique artist whose blend 
of blues and folk is timeless. This will be his fifth appearance as 
part of the North Shore Point concert series.

7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

FRIDAY, JUNE 4

NORFOLK NATO FESTIVAL   
Flag Raising, International Village, and Standing Parade of Nations 
are joined together as one event on Saturday, June 5th 10am-
3pm. Enjoy a cultural sampling of music and a colorful display as 
military representatives from all NATO Member Nations present 
their international flags at the NATO Flag Raising Ceremony, 
display the beautiful parade floats in a standing parade, and offer 
fun and festivities on Scope Arena Plaza.

10 AM - 3  PM - Scope Plaza, Norfolk

SATURDAY, JUNE 5

TUESDAY, JUNE 8

OLGA KERN & FRIENDS 
Kern, Van Cliburn Prize-winning pianist and VAF’s Connie & Marc 
Jacobson Director of Chamber Music, returns with her vivid stage 
presence, passionately confident musicianship and extraordinary 
technique. She will be joined by VAF Festival Players in a concert 
that is sure to inspire and delight.

7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

MONDAY, JUNE 14

William Walton’s FAÇADE: AN ENTERTAINMENT
Virginia Arts Festival Chamber Players 
JoAnn Falletta, conductor 
This 1923 work shocked and delighted audiences, with its 
sensuous score and poems read in rhythm to music. Conducted 
by JoAnn Falletta, who championed this rarely-performed piece.

7:30 PM - Susan S. Goode Fine and Performing Arts Center, Virginia 
Wesleyan University, Norfolk

2021 UNFORGETTABLE LIVE EXPERIENCES!

FRIDAY, APRIL 30 & SATURDAY, MAY 1

VIRGINIA ARTS FESTIVAL CHAMBER PLAYERS  
Adam Turner, conductor 
Works by Villa-Lobos, Gounod and Dvorák
If you’ve been missing live classical music, be of good cheer! Three 
of the most beloved pieces in the repertoire will be featured in this 
spring concert.  

7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

ˇ

SUNDAY, MAY 23

RHYTHM PROJECT SHOWCASE 
The Bank Street Stage will be full of steel pans and eager 
musicians ready to put on a fantastic performance to entertain all 
ages. This concert features the Rhythm Project’s best performers 
from the Rising-Stars (middle school) and All-Stars (high school) 
ensembles, and a RP Alumni Ensemble playing a wide variety of 
musical selections on steel pan. 

7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk 

FRIDAY, JUNE 11 - SUNDAY, JUNE 13
BEETHOVEN 250 CELEBRATION 
JoAnn Falletta, conductor; Olga Kern, piano 
Virginia Symphony Orchestra
Marking her final season as Music Director of the Virginia 
Symphony Orchestra, JoAnn Falletta leads the orchestra in 
Beethoven’s soaring 5th Symphony, widely considered one of the 
cornerstones of western music - and Van Cliburn Gold Medalist 
Olga Kern makes her VSO debut performing Beethoven’s 
Emperor Concerto.

June 11, 7:30 PM, Sandler Center for the Performing Arts, Virginia Beach 
June 12, 7:30 PM, Chrysler Hall, Norfolk 
June 13, 2:30 PM, Ferguson Center, Newport News

FRIDAY, JUNE 18 - SUNDAY, JUNE 20

WILLIAMSBURG LIVE HEADLINERS: 
June 18: Chris Thile
June 19: Leyla McCalla
June 20: The Lone Bellow
See below for details.

Lawn of the Art Museums of Colonial Williamsburg

ABBIE GARDNER
No stranger to performing solo, she has three CDs to draw 
from, each with award-winning songs. Tales of love and loss, 
both gritty and sweet, ride the back of her by-now familiar, 
formidable slide guitar licks. She channels Lucinda and Bonnie, 
but remains pure Abbie.

7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

SATURDAY, JUNE 26

ORDER NOW! VAFEST.ORG OR CALL 757-282-2822
Dates, times, programs, prices, venues, and artists subject to change. 
For the enjoyment of all patrons, children under 6 will not be permitted 
to attend ticketed events, except Virginia International Tattoo, Norfolk 
NATO Festival events, Williamsburg Live (lawn only), and free events. 
Additional fees apply to ticket prices. Discounts vary, call for details.

MANUEL BARRUECO, guitar 
Manuel Barrueco’s unique artistry has been continually 
described as that of a superb instrumentalist and a 
superior and elegant musician, possessing a seductive 
sound and uncommon lyrical gifts.

7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

Presenting Sponsor

MIPSO 
North Shore Point Downtown
Mipso’s sixth album, “Mipso,” on Rounder Records finds the 
modern string band showcasing their increasingly deep 
songwriting chops and their finely layered harmonies mostly 
over a fiddle, acoustic guitar, mandolin, and upright bass. trading 
vocals seamlessly among the four principals.

7:30 PM - Bank Street Stage, Norfolk

ORDER NOW FOR BEST SEATS! VAFEST.ORG OR CALL 757-282-2822.

CHRIS THILE
Chris Thile started playing the mandolin 
at five years old and got his first Grammy® 
nomination at just 15; he has since won 
four Grammys® along with a MacArthur 
“Genius” Grant. From his early days with 
the bluegrass band Nickel Creek and his 
groundbreaking explorations with the 
Punch Brothers, he has leapt across genres 
from Americana and folk to jazz, classical, 
and boundary-busting creations of his 
own. The New York Times dubbed Thile “a 
superstar;” from his transcriptions of Bach’s 
partitas for solo violin, bluegrass standards, 
arrangements of pop songs to his own 
dazzling compositions, “the music flies by in 
one joyous arc.”

LEYLA MCCALLA
Leyla McCalla finds inspiration from her 
past and present, from her Haitian heritage, 
living in New Orleans, to growing up on 
the streets in Brooklyn, this bilingual 
multi-instrumentalist and singer creates 
a distinctive sound that reflects the union 
of her roots and experience. She rose to 
fame during her two years as cellist of 
the Grammy®-winning African-American 
string band, the Carolina Chocolate Drops, 
alongside bandmates Rhiannon Giddens 
and Dom Flemons, before leaving the 
group in 2013 to pursue her solo career. She 
collaborated with Giddens, Amythyst Kiah 
and Allison Russell on Songs of Our Native 
Daughters, a stunning reinvention of slave 
narratives. Deeply researched, beautifully 
performed, McCalla’s “magnificently 
transparent music holds tidings of family, 
memory, solitude…her voice is disarmingly 
natural, and her settings are elegantly 
succinct” (The New York Times).

THE LONE BELLOW
When this “Nashville by way of Brooklyn” 
band released their first album in 2013, fans 
signed on and critics sang their praises; 
People Magazine placed it in their Top 10 
Albums of the year, along with many other 
publications, and Entertainment Weekly 
called it “one of the top reasons to love 
country music.” The Americana Music 
Award-winning group released their latest 
album Half Moon Light in 2020 to rave 
reviews; NPR said, “The Lone Bellow makes 
music that feels like it’s welcoming you in 
– like the band members are opening their 
arms and inviting you to join their family 
with sing-along choruses, hand-clapping 
rhythms and melodies that somehow sound 
familiar even on a first listen.” Settle in for 
this Sunday night show and savor “songs 
that are meant to comfort and bring light.”

This production made possible through a generous gift from the 
Susan Goode Performance Fund

This production made possible through a generous gift from the 
Susan Goode Performance Fund

This production made possible through a generous gift from the 
Susan Goode Performance Fund

Additional support from Virginia Electronic Systems

SUNDAY, JUNE 27

VIRGINIA INTERNATIONAL TATTOO A SALUTE TO THE GREATEST GENERATION


