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What in the World's a Tattoo?

Doe den tap toe!

That's Dutch for "Turn off the taps!" It's a phrase used 
four hundred years ago when British soldiers were 
stationed in the Low Countries, now the Netherlands 
and Belgium. When the troops weren't off fighting, 
they joined the local townspeople at taverns and inns, 
enjoying fellowship and drinking ale.

To summon the soldiers back to their quarters for the 
night, a single military drummer would march through 
the towns beating a "doe den tap toe" message to the 
innkeepers to turn off the ale taps, or stop serving ale. 

This signal was eventually trimmed to "tap toe" and 
then "tattoo," perhaps because of the drum's "rat-
a-tat" sound. But while its name was shortened, the 
size and scope of the ceremony grew as the British 
Army brought the tradition back home to the United 
Kingdom. 

Over the centuries, music and marching were added 
to the tattoo. Massed military bands dressed in colorful 
uniforms and playing drums, fifes, bagpipes, and other 
instruments marched in impressive formations. The 
tattoo, once a simple command to close the taverns, 
became a mighty display of military pageantry. 

In Scotland, the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo, 
established in 1950, is one of the most popular of 
these exhibitions. Every year 200,000 people attend 
the tattoo at historic Edinburgh Castle.

Other countries also host tattoos, such as the 
Norwegian Military Tattoo and the Royal Nova Scotia 
Tattoo of Canada. Each event is different and shaped 
by the culture of the country in which it is presented. 
Today, most tattoos include civilian entertainment as 
well as military bands and honor performers from 
nations outside of the host nation.
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Virginia International Tattoo

Now in its nineteenth year, the Virginia International 
Tattoo brings together hundreds of performers from 
around the world in a spectacular exhibition of music, 
marching, and more. Massed pipes and drums, drill 
teams, marching bands, dancers, and choirs perform 
together, creating the largest show of its kind in the 
United States.

2015 Virginia International Tattoo Cast

AUSTRALIA 
Scotch College Adelaide Pipe Band

CANADA 
Paris Port Dover Pipe Band
Schiehallion Highland Dancers

DENMARK 
The Royal Danish Navy Band

FINLAND
The Guards Band of the Finnish Defence Forces

FRANCE 
Le Bagad de Lann-Bihoué

NATO  
Headquarters, Supreme Allied Command    
 Transformation (HQ SACT) Multi-National    
 Ceremonial Detail 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
Republic of Korea Traditional Army Band and   
 Cultural Dancers

UNITED KINGDOM 
Ailsa Craig Highland Dancers
Closkelt Pipe Band
Pipes and Drums, 1st Battalion Scots Guards

UNITED STATES 
Granby High School Naval Junior Reserve Officer   
 Training Corps
Hampton Roads Police Color Guards
U.S. Air Force Heritage of America Band
U.S. Army Drill Team
U.S. Army Training & Doctrine Command Band   
 Fanfare Trumpets
U.S. Coast Guard Maritime Security Response Team
U.S. Fleet Forces Band
U.S. Marine Corps Band, Quantico
U.S. Marine Corps Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team   
 (FAST)
Norfolk Public Schools All-City High School Chorus
Virginia Children’s Chorus
Virginia Symphony Orchestra Chorus
Virginia Tech Regimental Band “The Highty-Tighties”
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Tattoo-riffic! What You’ll See and Hear

The Virginia International Tattoo is an extravaganza 
of amazing sights and incredible sounds. Here's what 
you can expect:

Musical instruments Long ago, before radio or 
digital communications, musical instruments were an 
essential part of military life. Drums provided rhythms 
for marching. Bugles, trumpets, and fifes relayed or-
ders from commanders to soldiers in the field. In the 
UK, Scottish bagpipers served in the military as far 
back as the 1600s. As the bagpipes were played into 
battle, their big, bold sound motivated the troops and 
struck fear in the hearts of the enemy.

 
Marching In most countries, marching is part of ba-
sic military training. Obeying marching orders, known 
as drill commands, requires discipline. To march in 
formation, or as a single unit, each individual in the 
group must keep in mind his or her dress, cover, inter-
val, and distance.
Dress: alignment with the person to either side
Cover: alignment with the person in front
Interval: space between the person to either side
Distance: space between the person in front 

Military uniform: Perhaps you wear a uniform at 
school, in your scout troop, or for your sports team. 
The uniform identifies you as a member of that group. 
Members of military organizations wear uniforms to 
show that they belong to the armed forces of a partic-
ular nation. A country's military uniform often reflects 
its history and tradition. In the UK, for instance, sol-
diers from the Scottish Highlands wore tartan—what 
we in America call plaid—into battle. In that moun-
tainous area of Scotland, the various clans who lived 
there could be distinguished by the unique colors and 
patterns of their tartan kilts.

Dancing The Highland dance style comes from the 
Highlands area of Scotland. It’s a technical form of 
dance requiring great strength and stamina. Centuries 
ago Scottish soldiers used Highland dancing as exer-
cise to keep fit for battle, it’s believed. Until the early 
twentieth century, Highland dancing was performed 
mostly by men. During the World Wars, Scottish wom-
en learned to dance too, preserving the tradition while 
the men were away. Today, both males and females 
dance. Highland dance students practice many hours 
and train for many years. The laced leather shoes 
Highland dancers wear are called ghillies.
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What to Know About NATO

•  NATO stands for North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

• NATO is a political and military alliance of twenty-
eight North American and European countries. 
These nations work together to best pursue security 
and defense of their shared democratic values. 

• In addition to the United States, NATO member 
nations include Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Canada, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, and the United 
Kingdom. 

• At NATO’s core is the principle of collective defense, 
which says that an attack on one NATO member 
nation is considered an attack on all. 

• Founded in 1949, NATO played a unique role in 
maintaining stability and security in the trans-Atlantic 
area during the Cold War. The Cold War, which 
developed after World War II, was the undeclared 
battle for global power between the democratic 
USA and communist USSR, or Soviet Union. The 
Cold War ended in 1991 when the USSR dissolved 
into several independent republics.

• NATO’s more recent operations include security 
missions in Kosovo, Afghanistan, and Libya, 
counter-piracy efforts off the Horn of Africa, and 
humanitarian and disaster relief efforts around the 
world. 

Learn more at:

www.state.gov/p/eur/rt/nato/nato2012/about/

www.nato.int/nato-welcome/

http://www.state.gov/p/eur/rt/nato/nato2012/about/
http://www.nato.int/nato-welcome/
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Spotlight on Australia

Capital: Canberra
Official Language: English

Hopping kangaroos, the dazzling sea creatures of the 
Great Barrier Reef, and a friendly greeting of "G'day, 
mate!" You'll find all of these in Australia. 

Australia is often called the Land Down Under because 
it's located "down under" the equator in the southern 
hemisphere. It’s the world's smallest continent and 
largest island, situated between the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans. Australia is also the only continent made up 
of a single country.

Australia enjoys a warm, sunny climate. With beaches, 
mountains, forests, grasslands, and deserts (known as 
the outback), Australia is home to a wide variety of 
unique animals, birds, flowers, and trees. Some of 
the better-known creatures that make Australia their 
habitat are the platypus, kangaroo, koala, wombat, 
dingo, emu, and kookaburra.

Stretching 1,300 miles off Australia's northeastern 
coast, the Great Barrier Reef is the largest area of 
coral reefs and islands in the world. More than four 
hundred species of coral build colonies here, where 
1,500 species of colorful tropical fish swim.

The first inhabitants of Australia migrated from Asia 
before recorded history. Later immigrants called 
these nomadic hunters and gatherers "aborigines." 
Descendants of these early people still live in Australia; 
some Aborigines reside in modern cities and towns, 
others live a more traditional lifestyle. Aboriginal 
painting—on bark, rock, even in sand—music, and 
dance are an important part of Australian culture.

In 1770 Captain James Cook, a British explorer, 
claimed Australia for Great Britain. On January 26, 
1788—now celebrated in the country as Australia 
Day—eleven ships full of prisoners and guards arrived 
from Great Britain. Britain had decided Australia would 
be the perfect place to establish a penal colony, or a 
settlement for convicted criminals!
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Spotlight on Australia continued

Free settlers also arrived from Great Britain, and the 
single colony in Australia grew to six. The settlers 
brought with them many British customs, including 
drinking tea. In 1901, the six colonies became the 
six states of a new nation, the Commonwealth of 
Australia.

Today, Australia enjoys a standard of living among 
the highest in the world. With its remarkable natural 
beauty, diverse population, and rich history and 
culture, it's no wonder nearly 22 million people call 
Australia home and 6 million visit every year.
 

Did You Know?

• The name Australia comes from the Latin words terra 
australis incognita, meaning "unknown southern 
land," an early name for the land that explorers 
expected to find in the southern ocean. 

• The Sydney Opera House is Australia’s most 
recognizable building and a masterpiece of modern 
design and engineering. Completed in 1973, it took 
sixteen years to construct its soaring roof-shell sails 
atop a massive granite platform. The performing 
arts center includes a concert hall, opera and drama 
theaters, a playhouse, and a studio.

• It takes fourteen hours to fly in a plane nonstop from 
Los Angeles, California, to Sydney, Australia. And 
it might already be tomorrow in Australia—the US 
East Coast is fifteen hours behind the Australian East 
Coast!

Learn more at:

National Geographic Kids 
www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/
find/australia

TIME for Kids 
www.timeforkids.com/destination/australia
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Spotlight on Canada

Capital: Ottawa
Official Language: English and French

With a third of its land located within the Arctic Circle, 
it's no wonder Canada's often referred to as the Great 
White North! Those arctic regions stay frozen for up 
to nine months a year, so most Canadians live near 
the country's border with the United States, where the 
climate is milder. And that border? At 5,525 miles, it's 
the longest international boundary in the world.

Canada is a vast country—the second largest on the 
globe—with areas of rugged mountains, forested 
valleys, and rolling plains. Many native Canadians, 
also called First Nations people, live in the icy north. 
They hunt and fish amid the glaciers, just as their 
ancestors did when they arrived in North America 
from Asia before recorded history.

Half of Canada is covered with forests. Forest wildlife 
includes bears, deer, wolves, moose, and beaver, 

the country's official animal. Arctic creatures such as 
caribou, polar bears, and seals live in the frozen north. 
There are thousands of lakes in Canada, which, along 
with the country's rivers, contain almost 20 percent of 
all fresh water on the planet. Niagara Falls, the most 
powerful waterfall in North America and a popular 
tourist attraction, is shared by both Canada and the 
United States.

The first non-native to reach Canada was Viking 
explorer Leif Eriksson around 1000 CE. British and 
French settlers arrived in the 1500s, but disagreements 
between fur traders and farmers resulted in a series of 
wars between 1689 and 1763. The British kept control 
of Canada after the last of these conflicts, the French 
and Indian War, but the French influence remains. 
Canada became an independent nation in 1931, 
though it still recognizes the Queen of Great Britain 
as its head of state. 

Canada is made up of ten provinces and three 
territories. Canada's population is diverse, including 
First Nations peoples and descendants of the British 
and French settlers, plus other European and Asian 
immigrants. It is one of the least densely populated 
countries in the world, and it’s also one of the most 
prosperous.

The distinctive maple leaf on the Canadian flag is a 
time-honored symbol of the country's heritage. Long 
before the first European settlers arrived, Canada's 
native peoples discovered that maple sap, which they 
gathered every spring, could be used as food. The 
maple leaf became a Canadian symbol as early as 
1700, appearing in military and government settings, 
on currency, even in song. The red maple leaf design 
became the official flag of Canada in 1965.
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Spotlight on Canada continued

Another well-known symbol of Canadian culture is 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. The Mounties 
are Canada's national police force. Established in 
1873 to keep law and order in the country's untamed 
northwest, the Mounties rode horseback in their bright 
red dress uniforms. Today, the Mounties patrol in 
vehicles, showing off their horse riding skills only in 
public exhibitions. 

Did You Know?

• Canada is home to the world’s safest highways—
for animals! Wildlife overpasses and underpasses 
in Banff National Park are used by bears, wolves, 
coyotes, cougars, moose, elk, deer, bighorn sheep, 

wolverines, and lynx to cross busy roads. 
• A body of water in the Canadian province of 

Manitoba is  called Lake Pekwachnamaykoskwask-
waypinwanik. What a mouthful! The name is Cree 
for "where the wild trout are caught by fishing with 
hooks."

• Canadians consume more macaroni and cheese 
than any nation on earth. Yum!

Learn more at:

National Geographic Kids 
www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/
find/canada

TIME for Kids 
www.timeforkids.com/destination/Canada  

Canadian Geographic Kids 
www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/
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http://www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/canada
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http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/


Spotlight on Denmark

Capital: Copenhagen
Official Language: Danish

The Danish are among the happiest people on 
the planet, studies show. It’s not hard to see why: 
Denmark is a land of picturesque shores—the country 
includes over four hundred islands—clean cities where 
bicycling is the favorite way to get around, and a 
social services system providing medical care, higher 
education, and access to the arts for all citizens.

Denmark and its close neighbors Norway and 
Sweden together make up a region of northern Europe 
called Scandinavia. Denmark is an ancient kingdom, 
founded in the tenth century by Viking kings. From 
700 to 1100 CE, the adventurous Vikings set out from 
Scandinavia for new lands. The word "Viking" comes 
from Old Norse, the Scandinavian language of the 
time, and means "a pirate raid." The fearsome Vikings 
invaded and settled throughout northern and eastern 
Europe.

Though the country enjoys four distinct seasons, it’s 
nearly always windy in Denmark. When concerns 
about global warming first emerged, the Danes 
naturally turned to wind power to generate electricity. 
Wind provided 39 percent of the nation’s electricity 
in 2014; Denmark intends to increase that number to 
50 percent by 2020. Seasoned wind power experts, 
Danish companies have installed most of the offshore 
wind turbines around the world.

Denmark was the first nation to pass environmental 
laws, and care of the environment plays a huge part 
in city planning. In the capital of Copenhagen, for 
example, residents cycle just about everywhere—to 
and from work, shopping, dining, and visits to friends. 
Bike lanes separated from road traffic keep riders 
safe, and the city even provides free bikes so tourists 
can cycle to the sights.

And there are so many sights to see, including Tivoli 
Gardens, a famous amusement park founded in 
1843. Along with roller coasters and other rides, 
Tivoli features exotic architecture, historic buildings, 
and beautifully landscaped gardens with cascading 
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Spotlight on Denmark continued

fountains and lush flowerbeds. At night, thousands of 
colored lights create an atmosphere straight out of a 
fairy tale. 

Fairy tales are what Danish author Hans Christian 
Anderson is best known for, including “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes,” “The Ugly Duckling,” and “The Little 
Mermaid.” Countless plays, ballets, and films have 
been based on and inspired by Anderson’s stories. 
After enjoying a ballet 
interpretation of “The 
Little Mermaid,” one 
Danish citizen was so 
moved he commissioned 
a bronze and granite 
sculpture, which he gave 
as a gift to the city of 
Copenhagen in 1913. 
The Little Mermaid still 
resides in the harbor 
today, welcoming all 
visitors to Denmark.

Did You Know?

• Those sticky pastries known as Danish aren’t really 
Danish. In Denmark, the sweet treats are called 
Vienna bread, as they were first made in Denmark 
in 1840 by chefs from Vienna, Austria.

•  Lego, the world famous building-brick toys, began 
in a Danish carpenter’s workshop in the 1940s. 
The name comes from the Danish leg godt, which 
means “play well.” The Lego company is still based 
in Denmark. 

•  Have you seen the word “Maersk” on metal 
containers carried by truck, train, or ship here 
in southeastern Virginia? Headquartered in 
Copenhagen, Maersk is the largest container ship 
operator in the world. One of its many terminals is 
located in Portsmouth.

Learn more at:

National Geographic Kids 
kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/
denmark/

BBC Primary History: Vikings 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/vikings  
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Spotlight on Finland

Capital: Helsinki
Official Languages: Finnish and Swedish

Fascinating Finland is known for its majestic forests, 
covering more than 70 percent of its largely flat land, 
and sparkling lakes—more than 180,000 of them! 
Finland is located between Sweden to the west, 
Russia to the east, and Norway to the north. Finland’s 
northernmost quarter is located above the Artic Circle, 
and its south and west are surrounded by the Baltic Sea.

Finland’s climate is one of great contrasts, with harsh, 
snowy winters and summers of round-the-clock daylight, 
also known as the “midnight sun.” This is a natural 
phenomenon occurring in the world's Arctic regions. 
The midnight sun happens because the earth's axis 
tilts toward the sun in summer. Between September 
and March, beautiful green and red lights—the aurora 
borealis—can be seen in the night sky in northern 
Finland, also called Lapland. The "northern lights," as 
they are called, are caused by particles colliding high 
in the Earth's atmosphere.

People have lived permanently in Finland for 
thousands of years. In the 12th century, Finland 
came under Swedish rule. In 1809 Russia conquered 
Finland, though allowing the country to self-govern 
and maintain its own traditions. Finland won its 
independence from Russia in 1917, but was invaded 
by the Soviet Union twice during World War II. After 
giving up some of its land, Finland signed a peace 
treaty with the Soviet Union in 1947.

Winter sports like skiing, snowboarding, snowshoeing, 
and even reindeer sledge riding are popular in Finland, 
especially in Lapland. The sauna is an important part 
of Finnish heritage and culture, with a sauna built into 
almost every home and used daily. A sauna is a room 
or small building where people experience intense 
dry or steam heat that produces perspiration. The 
bather then cools down with a swim, cold shower, or 
even a roll in the snow. The Finnish consider the sauna 
essential for physical and spiritual cleansing.
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Spotlight on Finland continued

Famous Finns include former president Martti 
Ahtisaari, awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2008 
for his efforts to resolve international conflicts, and the 
classical composer Jean Sibelius. Sibelius’s work has 
been described as a musical representation of the vast 
and beautiful Finnish landscape. This year, Finland 
honors the 150th birthday of this musical hero. 

Did You Know?

• In 2010 Finland became the first country in the 
world to make fast Internet access a legal right for 
its citizens.

• Finland is home to the world’s biggest snow fort, 
SnowCastle. Each winter, the castle is rebuilt with a 
new design. At the castle’s restaurant, diners sit at 
ice tables on ice chairs covered with reindeer fur.

• The Finns are the world's biggest coffee drinkers, 
gulping down four to five cups per day!

Learn more at:

Time for Kids 
www.timeforkids.com/destination/finland 

Official Travel Site of Finland 
www.visitfinland.com  
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Spotlight on France

Capital: Paris
Official Language: French

Incredible art, delicious cheese, fine wine, fancy 
perfume, high fashion—the world has France to thank 
for these things and more! France has made rich 
contributions in the areas of politics, philosophy, the 
fine arts, film, literature, cuisine, and sports.

France is the largest country in Western Europe. 
It's often described as having six sides: three are 
coastlines, three border land. France's varied 
landscape includes beaches, like those of the French 
Riviera on the Mediterranean Sea; mountains, such as 
the Pyrenees and Alps; and picturesque rivers, like the 
Seine, Rhone, and Loire.

The French capital of Paris, also known as the City 
of Light, is home to the country's most recognizable 
landmark, the Eiffel Tower. Gustave Eiffel designed 
and built the iron tower in 1889 for the World's Fair; 
it still stands today, eighty stories tall! Many important 
museums are located in Paris, like the Louvre, which 
houses the Mona Lisa, the most famous painting in the 
world. Works by French artists Monet, Cezanne, and 
Renoir can also be found at the Louvre.

French cooking is considered by many to be the 
best in the world. Perhaps you've tried some of these 
French culinary creations: quiche, crêpes, croissant, 
mousse, soufflé, and the long loaves of bread known 
as baguettes. Le Cordon Bleu, a prestigious school 
devoted to the culinary arts (cooking), was founded in 
Paris in 1895. 
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Spotlight on France continued

France was not always called France. When Roman 
emperor Julius Caesar conquered the territory in 51 
BCE, it was known as Gaul. By 400 CE the Roman 
empire was in decline, and neighboring tribes—
including the Franks, after which France would be 
named—invaded. In 843, the territory of West Francia 
was established; this would later become France.

Several kings ruled France until the monarchy was 
overthrown in 1798 during the French Revolution. Not 
long after, Napoleon Bonaparte, a general during the 
revolution, took control and declared himself emperor. 
He waged several wars against France's neighbors 
until he was defeated in 1815 at the Battle of Waterloo. 

During World Wars I and II France suffered great losses 
and was ultimately seized by the Nazis. The country 
was liberated in 1944 by a joint effort of the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and Canada. France has 
since emerged as a prosperous and important world 
power and a popular tourist destination. Today more 
people visit France than any other country.

Did You Know?

• Up, up, and away! Famous French inventions include 
the modern hot air balloon and the parachute. 

• The Eiffel Tower was intended to be torn down 
within twenty years of its construction for the 1889 
World’s Fair. It was allowed to stand because of 
its use as a wireless telegraph transmitter, and has 
since become the very symbol of France. The tower 
is repainted every seven years—with sixty metric 
tons of paint!

• The French invented the metric system. Le Grand K, 
the original prototype kilo made in the 1880s of 
platinum and iridium, was the only object known to 
scientists to have a mass of exactly 1kg. Everything 
else measured in kilograms is defined by Le Grand 
K. It’s kept in a vault, under triple lock and key, at 
the International Bureau of Weights and Measures 
in Sevres, France.

Learn more at:

National Geographic Kids 
www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/
find/france

TIME for Kids 
www.timeforkids.com/destination/france  

www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/france
www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/france
http://www.timeforkids.com/destination/france  


Spotlight on Republic of Korea

Capital: Seoul
Language: Korean

The Korean Peninsula in eastern Asia is divided into 
north and south. Republic of Korea is the official name 
of South Korea. South Korea is a modern, vibrant 
country that cherishes its traditional culture. It is home 
to mountains, forests, and jungles, as well as bustling 
metropolitan cities.

Korea was not always split into north and south. Asian 
settlers developed early Korean civilization from 
3000 BC. Through the centuries, Korea was invaded 
and conquered by several groups, including the 
Chinese, Mongols, and Japanese. In the 1900s both 
the Chinese and the Russians tried to invade Korea 
but were fought off by Japan, which added Korea to 
its empire.

When Japan lost World War II, Korea was divided 
into two parts along the 38th parallel (38 degrees 
latitude, north of the Equator). The Soviet Union took 
control of the area north of the line; the United States 
took control of the south. The division was supposed to 
be temporary, but it remains today, with North Korea 
under communist rule.

In 1950 North Korea invaded South Korea, which 
resulted in the Korean War, the first major conflict 
of the Cold War between the Soviet Union and 
the United States of America. With the help of 
forces from 16 nations, South Korea defended itself 
against communist takeover. Now there's a two-mile 
demilitarized zone, or "no man's land" at the 38th 
parallel.

South Korea is a beautiful country with four distinct 
seasons, like the United States. It's very densely 
populated, with lots of people—more than 48 million—
living close together, especially in the cities. Many 
citizens are influenced by the Chinese philosophy of 
Confucianism, which emphasizes respect and morality.

South Korea's economy is one of the strongest in 
Eastern Asia. It manufactures and exports ships, cars, 
computers, cell phones, TVs, and other electronics. 
You're probably familiar with another of its exports, 
"K-pop," or Korean pop music. K-pop artist Psy's 2012 
worldwide smash hit "Gangnam Style" refers to the 
lifestyle of the Gangnam area of the capital city of 
Seoul. Gangnam means “South of the (Han) River,” 
and this district is known for expensive real estate, 
emerging businesses, and luxury shopping. And 
if you've ever tasted a spicy pickled cabbage dish 
called kimchi, you've sampled another of the country's 
cultural exports.
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Spotlight on Republic of Korea continued

Sports lovers around the world became better 
acquainted with South Korea when it hosted the 
1988 Summer Olympics at Seoul. They were the 
second summer games to be held in Asia and brought 
international attention to South Korea as an emerging 
economy.

Did You Know?

• Robots at school? You bet! South Korea’s 
“R-Learning” (the R is for robot) program puts robots 
in classrooms to assist with teaching.  

• South Korea's Boryeong Mud Festival is an annual 
ten-day celebration of—you guessed it—mud! 
Revelers enjoy mud wrestling, mud marathons, and 
mud photo contests.

• South Koreans are so fond of the sweet potato, they 
use it to flavor chips, cake, ice cream, and even 
lattes.

Learn more at:

National Geographic Kids 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/
find/south-korea

TIME for Kids 
www.timeforkids.com/destination/south-korea 
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Spotlight on United Kingdom

Capital: London
Official Language: English

From Stonehenge to Buckingham Palace, the United 
Kingdom is known for its rich history and royal 
heritage. Located off the northwestern coast of Europe, 
the United Kingdom consists of four parts: England, 
Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. England, 
Scotland, and Wales make up an island called Great 
Britain; Northern Ireland sits at the north of the island 
of Ireland, to the west of Great Britain. 

It's believed that Stone Age man came to Britain via 
a land bridge that once joined the island to Europe. 
When melting ice raised the seas, Britain became 
a separate island. Around 2000 BCE one of the 
UK's most famous landmarks was built: Stonehenge. 
This stone monument of giant columns and curved 
crosspieces was constructed even before the wheel 
had been invented. Scientists are still not sure exactly 
how and why the mysterious Stonehenge was created.

Around 500 BCE, the Celtic people arrived in Britain 
from mainland Europe, followed by the Romans in 
43 CE. The Romans ruled for nearly four hundred 
years. They built forts, roads, and bathhouses, the 
ruins of which can still be seen today all over Britain. 
They also brought the practice of medicine and law 
and key ideas about government on which the UK's 
parliamentary system is based. Many words in the 
English language come from the Latin language of the 
Romans. You may have studied some Latin root words 
in school.

By 500 BCE, Germanic tribes called the Angles, 
Saxons, and Jutes invaded Britain. The name England 
comes from the Angles; English people became 
known as Anglo-Saxons. Viking, Danish, and Norman 
invaders ruled England from the 900s to the 1400s. 
In 1485, Henry Tudor 
from Wales became 
king, the first of five 
Tudors to claim the 
crown. Later, kings 
and queens came from 
other families.

During the reign of 
Queen Victoria (1837–
1901), Britain became 
one of the most 
powerful and wealthy 
nations in the world, 
thanks to trade and a 
growing overseas empire. Most of Britain's colonies 
gained their independence after the two World Wars, 
though, as the nation was drained of its might. Many 
people from the former colonies in the Caribbean, 
Africa, and Asia migrated to the UK, creating the 
diverse British population of today. 

It was under Queen Victoria's rule that Buckingham 
Palace in London became the official residence and 
workplace of the British monarchy. A favorite tourist 
attraction is the daily guard-changing ceremony at 
Buckingham Palace. Dressed in traditional red coats 
and tall, black bearskin hats, a group of soldiers—
the Queen's Guard—stationed at the royal residence 
exchanges duties with a new group. 
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Spotlight on United Kingdom continued

Many of the greatest names in 
literature came from the United 
Kingdom, including playwright 
William Shakespeare, poet 
Robert Burns, novelist Charles 
Dickens, and children's writer 
Roald Dahl. You may have 
also heard of British author  
J. K. Rowling, who wrote a 
series of books about a boy 
wizard named Harry Potter!

Did You Know?

• Big Ben is actually the name of the mighty bell, not 
the clock tower, at this most recognizable London 
landmark.

• If you order fish and chips in the UK, you'll get fish 
and french fries. If you're hungry for potato chips, 
ask for crisps. And if you'd like a cookie, ask for a 
biscuit!

• London was the first city in the world to construct an 
underground subway system. Known as the Tube, 
the London Underground opened in 1843. Today 
the Tube’s eleven lines total over 250 miles above 
and below ground, transporting 3 million people 
daily.

Learn more at:

National Geographic Kids 
www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/
find/united-kingdom

TIME for Kids 
www.timeforkids.com/destination/england D
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Tattoo Etiquette

Imagine the cafeteria at lunchtime—students laugh-
ing and chatting, bags and wrappers crinkling, trays 
banging and utensils clinking. Now imagine trying to 
share a story or joke with the entire room. Would any-
one hear you? Probably not, right?

Luckily, the performance space isn't the cafeteria. But 
when we enter the arena, we all agree to a certain 
code of behavior so that everyone can enjoy the show. 
That's called audience etiquette.

Here are a few audience etiquette tips:
• Be quiet. If you talk during the performance, you 

may disturb other audience members around you 
and distract the performers. 

• Silence your cell phone or other electronics that may 
make noise during the show. 

• Stay in your seat. Use the restroom before the  
performance begins.

• Enjoy the show! The performers have worked hard 
to present an exciting event; thank them by paying 
attention and expressing your appreciation with  
applause. Bravo!

VirgiNiA StANDArDS of LeArNiNg
Dance: DM.14, 15, 16, 19; DI.12, 13, 20, 
29; DII.11, 19

Music: K.9, 11, 12; 1.10–12, 16; 2.7–9; 3.9, 
10; 4.7–9; 5.7–10; 6.7; 7.7; 8.7; MIB.19; 
MII.18; MIAD.18; MG.17; MCB.7; MCI.7; 
MCAD.7; HG.7, 8; HIB.19; HII.18; HIAD.20; 
HIAR.20; HGI.17; HGII.17; HCB.7; HCI.7; 
HCAD.7; HCAR.7

English: K.10, 1.10, 2.9, 10, 3.6, 7, 4.6, 5.6, 
6.6, 7.6, 8.6, 9.5, 10.5, 11.5, 12.5

History and Social Science: 3.1, 6; WHI.1, 
2, 6, 9, 12; WHII.1, 6; WG.1, WG.2-4, 7

Science: 1.7; 2.7; 3.6, 8, 9, 11; 4.5, 6, 8; 
5.6, 7; 6.5, 8; ES.3
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Feedback Form

We need your feedback to make our Education Programs even better! Please take a moment to complete this form 
and either return it to the Virginia Arts Festival office at 440 Bank Street, Norfolk, VA 23510, fax it to (757) 605-
3080, or e-mail your answers to education@vafest.org.

WorldClass® Event:                                                                                                                                         

How did your students respond to the performance?

How did you prepare your students for this performance? Did you use the Education Guide? If so, how?  
Did students enjoy the materials?

How did this performance contribute to experiential learning in your classroom?

What role do the arts play in your school? In your classroom?

If you could change one thing about this experience, what would it be?

Please include quotes and comments from your students as well!

(Optional)
Name:                                                                                                                                                                          
School:                                                                               City:                                                                                  
Would you like to be part of our database?     Yes            No                          



2014-2015 SEASON

 FOLD

 FOLD 

Hamlet
November 12-13, 2014

Charlotte Blake Alston 
february 26, 2015

rhythm Live! 
 March 27, 2015

Virginia international tattoo 
April 22-24, 2015

Virginia Arts Festival 
440 Bank Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

PlACE 
STAmP 
HERE

FOLD

FOLD 

www.VAfeSt.org
Photocopying and duplicating for educational purposes only.  
World Class® Education Program Guides. All rights reserved.  
©2015

robert w. Cross
Executive Director
 

Christine foust
Education Director

Susan Van Hecke
Research & Writing

Lisa Dagley
Page Design & Layout

http://www.vafest.org

