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What in the World's a Tattoo?

Doe den tap toe! 

That's Dutch for "Turn off the taps!" It's a phrase used 
four hundred years ago when British soldiers were 
stationed in the Low Countries, now the Netherlands 
and Belgium. When the troops weren't off fighting, 
they joined the local townspeople at taverns and 
inns, enjoying fellowship and drinking ale.

To summon the soldiers back to their quarters for 
the night, a single military drummer would march 
through the towns beating a "doe den tap toe" 
message to the innkeepers to turn off the ale taps, or 
stop serving ale. 

This signal was eventually trimmed to "tap toe" and 
then "tattoo," perhaps because of the drum's "rat-
a-tat" sound. But while its name was shortened, the 
size and scope of the ceremony grew as the British 
Army brought the tradition back home to the United 
Kingdom. 

Over the centuries, music and marching were added 
to the tattoo. Massed military bands dressed in 
colorful uniforms and playing drums, fifes, bagpipes, 
and other instruments marched in impressive 
formations. The tattoo, once a simple command 
to close the taverns, became a mighty display of 
military pageantry. 

In Scotland, the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo, 
established in 1950, is one of the most popular of 
these exhibitions. Every year 200,000 people attend 
the tattoo at historic Edinburgh Castle.

Other countries also host tattoos, such as the 
Norwegian Military Tattoo and the Royal Nova 
Scotia Tattoo of Canada. Each event is different 
and shaped by the culture of the country in which 
it is presented. Today, most tattoos include civilian 
entertainment as well as military bands and honor 
performers from nations outside of the host nation.
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Virginia International Tattoo

Every year the Virginia International Tattoo brings 
together a cast of nearly a thousand performers 
from around the world in a spectacular exhibition of 
music, marching, and much more. Massed pipes and 
drums, drill teams, marching bands, dancers, and 
choirs perform together, creating the largest show of 
its kind in the United States. Renowned as the most 
patriotic of the world’s great tattoos, the Virginia 
International Tattoo this year will commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the United States’ entry into 
World War I. The tattoo’s participants will honor 
veterans and their families with an astounding 
display of patriotism, international cooperation, and 
inspirational music.

2017 Virginia International Tattoo Cast

AUSTRALIA
Scotch College Adelaide Pipe Band
 
CANADA
Canadian Forces Base 8 Wing Trenton Pipes  
 and Drums
 
FRANCE
La Musique de l'air, Band of the French Air Force
 
NEW ZEALAND
Christchurch City Pipe Band
 
SINGAPORE
Singapore Armed Forces Band
 
UNITED KINGDOM
The Queen’s Colour Squadron, 63 Squadron Royal   
 Air Force Regiment
Pipes and Drums, 1st Battalion Scots Guards
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Old Dominion University Concert Choir
Rhythm of Ireland Irish Dance
The Reel Thing Irish Dance
U.S. Air Force Heritage of America Band
U.S. Army Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps
U.S. Navy Honor Guard Drill Team
U.S. Marine Corps Band, Quantico
U.S. Navy Fleet Forces Band
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Tattoo-riffic! What to Expect

The Virginia International Tattoo is an extravaganza 
of amazing sights and incredible sounds. Here's 
what you will see and hear:

Musical instruments: Long ago, before radio or 
digital communications, musical instruments were a 
vital part of military life. Drums provided rhythms for 
marching. Bugles, trumpets, and fifes relayed orders 
from commanders to soldiers in the field. In the UK, 
Scottish bagpipers served in the military as far back 
as the 1600s. As the bagpipes were played into 
battle, their big, bold sound lifted the troops' spirits 
and struck fear in the hearts of the enemy.
 
Marching: In most countries, marching is part of 
basic military training. Obeying marching orders, 
known as drill commands, requires discipline. 
To march in formation, or as a single unit, each 
individual in the group must keep in mind his or her 
dress, cover, interval, and distance.
Dress: alignment with the person to either side
Cover: alignment with the person in front
Interval: space between the person to either side
Distance: space between the person in front 

Military uniforms: You may wear a uniform 
at school, in your scout troop, or for your sports 
team. The uniform identifies you as a member of 
that group. Members of military organizations wear 
uniforms to show that they belong to the armed 
forces of a particular nation. A country's military 
uniform often reflects its history and tradition. In the 
UK, for instance, soldiers from the Scottish Highlands 
wore tartan—what we in America call plaid—into 
battle. In that mountainous area of Scotland, the 
various clans who lived there could be distinguished 
by the unique colors and patterns of their tartan kilts.

Dancing: Irish dancing originated in close 
association with traditional Irish music and is 
now primarily performed in competitions, public 
performances, or other formal settings. The origins 
are unclear, but later forms were influenced by 
other dances throughout the continent, such as the 
Quadrille, an 18th-19th century European dance 
equivalent to American square dancing. Because 
places for competitions were small back then, 
dancers had to dance on tabletops, or sometimes 
on the top of a barrel! This is the reason behind 
the very contained dance style with hands rigid at 
the sides, and lack of arm movement and traveling 
across the stage. Modern performances now include 
more movement and more dancing across the stage, 
as seen in Riverdance for example, because larger 
venues are being utilized for dance competitions 
and the like. There are two types of shoes used in 
Irish dance: soft shoes (ghillies, laced leather shoes 
only worn by girls, or reels, same but with a hard 
heel, only worn by boys), and hard shoes, which are 
similar to tap shoes.
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World War I Commemoration

Remembering Those Who Fought  
With Valor

This year marks the centennial, or 100-year 
anniversary, of the United States’ involvement in 
World War I. The Virginia International Tattoo and 
its participants honor the memory and valor of 
those who fought in the First World War. In fact, 
Scotch College Adelaide, whose pipe band will be 
performing in the Tattoo, was founded in Australia as 
a memorial to the “Sons of Scotland”—soldiers from 
the United Kingdom—who served in the Great War 
of 1914-1918.

What do you know about this important 
conflict?

What was World War I?
Also known as the Great War or the First World 
War, World War I was an international conflict 
involving many of the world’s nations. It began in 
1914 and pitted two sides against each other: the 
Allies versus the Central Powers. The Allies included 
France, Great Britain, Italy, Japan, Russia, and 
the United States. The Central Powers included 
Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, Germany, and Turkey. 

The conflict was fought on several continents. The 
war ended in 1918 with the defeat of the Central 
Powers. World War I was unlike any previous 
conflict in the amount of destruction it caused—it 
killed an estimated 17 million people, traumatized a 
generation, toppled empires, and altered the world's 
political order.

Where was it fought?
Though World War I began in central Europe, in a 
region then known as Austria-Hungary, it ultimately 
spread around the globe. The two main European 
battlefields were the Western Front—a 400-mile 
line of trenches stretching from the English Channel 
across France and Belgium, west of Germany—and 
the Eastern Front—a 1,000-mile line to the east of 
Germany and Austria-Hungary, largely along the 
Russian border. Other battles were fought in the 
Middle East and Africa. 

How did the war start?
By the early 1900s, Europe was a powder keg of 
tensions. Shifting alliances, internal politics, and a 
race to build mightier militaries and ever-expanding 
empires had created distrust and dislike between 
many European powers. At the start of the 20th 
century, Europe was the center of commerce, 
industrialization, science, art, and culture. This 
façade of progress concealed serious problems.  
Scandals plagued many governments, and economic 
inequality led to social unrest. Nationalism, 

National World War I Museum and Memorial

Library of Congress
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World War I Commemoration

communism, anarchism, and socialism were on the 
rise, and terrorism was a growing problem. One 
spark and things could easily explode into war. 

That spark came on June 28, 1914, when Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-Hungarian 
throne, was shot and killed in Bosnia, at that time 
part of Austria-Hungary. The shooter was a young 
man named Gavrilo Princip, who, like others in the 
region, wanted an end to Austro-Hungarian rule in 
Bosnia. When Princip was arrested, he implicated 
the country of Serbia, Austria-Hungary’s neighbor, in 
the assassination. This led to the Austro-Hungarian 
invasion of Serbia. 

The entangled alliances of Europe then drew the 
major powers into a wider war. Russia mobilized 
to defend Serbia. Austria-Hungary’s ally Germany 
then declared war on Russia and later Russia’s ally 
France. Surrounded by Russia and France, Germany 
raced to defeat France first, invading neutral Belgium 
to reach France. This act brought Great Britain, 
Belgium’s ally, into the war on the side of the Entente 
or Allied powers, France and Russia. Months later, 
the Ottoman Empire joined the Central Powers, 
Germany and Austria-Hungary. Italy later entered the 
war on the side of the Allied Powers.

How was the war fought?
World War I ushered in a new era of modern 
warfare. New weapons were introduced, and 
improvements were made to existing weaponry. 
The machine gun and howitzer, a piece of rapid-

fire field artillery, both discharged steady streams of 
ammunition. They were reliable and accurate tools 
for maintaining sustained fire on the enemy from a 
distance. 

On the Western Front, these guns were used in 
trench warfare, a type of combat where opposing 
troops fight from trenches dug into the ground for 
protection. The space between the trenches was 
called No Man’s Land and typically contained 
barbed wire, landmines, and other defenses. Trench 
warfare was grueling, dirty, and uncomfortable, 
and caused a stalemate for many years, with neither 
side gaining ground but both sides losing millions 
of soldiers. Tanks—armored vehicles with mounted 
machine guns and a cannon—were introduced 
in World War I, used to cross No Man’s Land. 
Chemical weapons like chlorine gas and mustard 
gas were used for the first time in World War I. 
These dangerous gasses poisoned soldiers who 
breathed them in; by the end of the war, troops were 
equipped with gas masks to protect them.

Above the ground, airplanes flew in warfare for 
the first time. At first, planes were used only for 
surveillance, to observe the enemy’s location. 
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World War I Commemoration

By war’s end, planes were dropping bombs on 
troops and cities and shooting down enemy planes 
with mounted machine guns. At sea, large armor-
plated battleships called dreadnoughts were used 
in naval warfare. German U-boats, or submarines, 
would sneak up on and fire torpedoes at Allied 
ships, even passenger ships like the Lusitania.

Why did the U.S. get involved?
The 1915 sinking of the British cruise ship Lusitania 
off the coast of Ireland caused outrage around 
the world. People were appalled by the Germans’ 
torpedoing of a non-military vessel, killing 1,198 
of the ship’s 1,959 passengers. However, President 
Woodrow Wilson remained committed to neutrality.  
Public opinion was on his side. By 1916, the Allied 
and Central Powers had suffered losses of millions of 
soldiers. These casualties convinced Americans they 
wanted no part of the “European War.”  

In November 1917, President Wilson was re-elected 
under the campaign slogan: “He kept us out of 
war,” but a series of events soon turned him into 
a wartime president. In February 1917, Germany 
announced that German U-Boats would target any 
ship suspected of supplying the Allies. This policy 
of unrestricted U-Boat warfare threatened American 
lives and shipping.  

For the United States, the final straw came in 1917, 
when the British intercepted a secret message from 
Germany encouraging Mexico to attack America. 
On April 2, 1917, President Woodrow Wilson asked 

Congress to declare war on Germany, stating that 
America would go to war “to vindicate the principles 
of peace and justice in the life of the world.” The 
United States officially declared war on Germany 
four days later. 

The United States didn’t have many trained troops 
to send to Europe at first, but through the draft and 
volunteers the army was quickly built up. The U.S. 
troops’ arrival in 1917 as an “Associated Power” 
working alongside the Allies was a major turning 
point in the war. After years of stalemate, both sides 
were exhausted and running out of soldiers. The 
addition of fresh troops and supplies helped boost 
the Allies, leading to the eventual defeat of the 
Germans. 

Unlike many European nations, the United States 
didn’t enter World War I because of territory 
disputes or old political grudges. President Wilson 
wanted to end the war and establish lasting peace 
for the world, outlined in a plan called the Fourteen 
Points. These points described the goals of the United 
States in entering the conflict, as well as America’s 
plans for peace, which included the establishment 
of a League of Nations that Wilson hoped would 
guarantee “political independence and territorial 
integrity [of] great and small states alike.”
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World War I Commemoration

How many Americans served in  
World War I?
More than 4 million American families sent their 
sons and daughters to serve in uniform during the 
Great War. Sadly, 116,516 U.S. soldiers gave their 
lives in combat. Another 200,000 were wounded, a 
casualty rate far greater than in World War II. More 
than 350,000 African Americans served in the U.S. 
military, as did Native Americans and members of 
other minority groups. And, for the first time, women 
joined the ranks of the U.S. armed forces.

How did the war end?
The influx of American troops and resources into the 
Western Front was the tipping point of World War I. 
Fatigued and with dwindling amounts of soldiers and 
supplies with which to stop the Allies’ new advance, 
Germany asked for an armistice, a promise made 
by opposing sides in a war to stop fighting for a 
time. The Allies agreed, and in the eleventh hour 
of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of that 
year—November 11, 1918—World War I ended. 
In many nations, November 11 is now known as 
Remembrance Day, when those who gave their 
lives in the war are remembered each year. The red 
poppy, a wildflower that bloomed across some of the 
bloodiest World War I battlefields, has become a 
Remembrance Day symbol.

After the war, France and Britain disagreed with 
President Woodrow Wilson’s ideas outlined in his 
Fourteen Points. Instead, they made harsh demands 
on Germany to take responsibility for the war, 
surrender territory, and pay for war damages. These 

demands were agreed to in the Treaty of Versailles. 
The United States didn’t sign the Treaty of Versailles, 
instead reaching its own peace treaty with Germany. 

What is the legacy of World War I?
Even after the fighting was over, the Great War 
had lasting consequences. Revolutions sparked 
in Russia—which became the Soviet Union—and 
Germany. Seemingly random redrawing of national 
borders—marking out new independent countries like 
Poland, Finland, Yugoslavia, and Czechoslovakia—
created decades of future conflict. And the economic 
and territorial punishment of Germany inspired the 
rise of the Nazi regime and the launch of World 
War II twenty years later.

World War I took an enormous human toll as well. In 
total, more than 9 million soldiers and an estimated 
12 million civilians died in the conflict, which also 
left 21 million soldiers wounded or in “shell shock,” 
mental illness caused by the constant artillery 
bombardment they experienced in the trenches. The 
war affected an entire generation; the world would 
never be the same. 

Today, battlefield memorials and a variety of 
monuments around the globe honor those who 
fought in the First World War. In the United States, 
there is no national memorial to World War I in 
the nation’s capital, as there are for the other great 
wars of the twentieth century: World War II, Korea, 
and Vietnam. But that’s about to change. In 2016, 
design plans were announced for creation of the 
National World War I Memorial at Pershing Park in 
Washington, DC.
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Further Exploration
While the fighting happened overseas, the war 
also brought changes to the homefront. In Virginia, 
Hampton Roads saw particularly significant growth. 
Many soldiers and supplies heading to Europe 
embarked from Hampton Roads, and Naval 
Operating Base Hampton Roads (now called Naval 
Station Norfolk) was constructed.  

Find out more about how Hampton Roads 
changed because of WWI by looking at archived 
newspapers. Use headlines, articles, and cartoons 
to trace the changes in public opinion, the effects on 
Hampton Roads’ economy and culture, and more. 
 

Ideas for Teachers

In Their Shoes: WWI Through the Eyes of 
Early Participants
http://www.macarthurmemorial.org/
DocumentCenter/View/1415    

Print these profiles and assign one to each student. 
The students hold on to these profiles while they do 
a unit on WWI or while they have a presentation on 
WWI. During this time, they are asked to think about 
the events of WWI from the perspective of their 
“person.” At the end of the program or unit, the fate 
of each person is revealed.  

World War I Traveling Footlocker
http://www.macarthurmemorial.org/422/World-
War-I-Traveling-Footlocker   

The MacArthur Memorial World War I Traveling 
Footlocker contains 30 artifacts/reproduction artifacts 
from World War I. These artifacts tell the story of 
U.S. involvement in the war, the role of African 
Americans and women, the changing technology of 
the battlefield, and the daily lives of the combatants. 
The Traveling Footlocker comes with a fact sheet for 
each artifact, as well as suggestions for classroom 
use. The Footlocker also contains 30 pairs of white 
archival gloves so that students can interact with the 
artifacts.  

Learn more at:

National WWI Museum and Memorial 
https://www.theworldwar.org 

United States World War I Centennial  
Commission 
http://www.worldwar1centennial.org/

http://www.macarthurmemorial.org/DocumentCenter/View/1415 �� 
http://www.macarthurmemorial.org/DocumentCenter/View/1415 �� 
http://www.macarthurmemorial.org/422/World-War-I-Traveling-Footlocker ��
http://www.macarthurmemorial.org/422/World-War-I-Traveling-Footlocker ��
http://www.macarthurmemorial.org/422/World-War-I-Traveling-Footlocker ��
https://www.theworldwar.org 
https://www.theworldwar.org
http://www.worldwar1centennial.org/ 
http://www.worldwar1centennial.org/ 
http://www.worldwar1centennial.org
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Spotlight on Australia

Capital: Canberra
Official Language: English

Hopping kangaroos, the dazzling sea creatures of 
the Great Barrier Reef, and a friendly greeting of 
"G'day, mate!" You'll find all of these in Australia. 

Australia is often called the Land Down Under 
because it's located "down under" the equator in 
the southern hemisphere. It is the world's smallest 
continent and largest island, situated between the 
Indian and Pacific Oceans. Australia is also the only 
continent made up of a single country.

Australia enjoys a warm, sunny climate. With 
beaches, mountains, forests, grasslands, and deserts 
(known as the outback), Australia is home to a 
wide variety of unique animals, birds, flowers, and 
trees. Some of the better-known creatures that make 
Australia their habitat are the platypus, kangaroo, 
koala, wombat, dingo, emu, and kookaburra.

Stretching 1,300 miles off Australia's northeastern 
coast, the Great Barrier Reef is the largest area of 
coral reefs and islands in the world. More than four 
hundred species of coral build colonies here, where 
1,500 species of colorful tropical fish swim.

The first inhabitants of Australia migrated from Asia 
thousands of years ago. Later immigrants called 
these nomadic hunters and gatherers "aborigines." 
Descendants of these early people still live in 
Australia; some aborigines reside in modern cities 
and towns, others live a more traditional lifestyle. 
Aboriginal painting—on bark, rock, even in sand—
music, and dance are an important part of Australian 
culture.
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Spotlight on Australia

In 1770, Captain James Cook, a British explorer, 
claimed Australia for Great Britain. On January 26, 
1788—now celebrated in the country as Australia 
Day—eleven ships full of prisoners and guards 
arrived from Great Britain. Britain had decided 
Australia would be the perfect place to establish a 
penal colony, or a settlement for convicted criminals!

Free settlers also arrived from Great Britain, and the 
single colony in Australia grew to six. The settlers 
brought with them many British customs, including 
tea drinking. In 1901, the six colonies became the 
six states of a new nation, the Commonwealth of 
Australia.

Today, Australia enjoys a standard of living among 
the highest in the world. With its remarkable natural 
beauty, diverse population, and rich history and 
culture, it's no wonder nearly 22 million people call 
Australia home and 6 million visit every year.

Did You Know?
• Because Australia is in the southern hemisphere, 

its seasons are the reverse of those in the northern 
hemisphere, where the United States is located. 
While we bundle up in December, January, and 
February, Australians are enjoying summer! 

• When leaves drop from the trees in the United 
States, we call the season fall. Australians don't call 
their autumn season fall because most of its trees 
are evergreen.

• The kangaroo and koala are marsupials, mammals 
whose young are carried in their mother's pouch. 
The platypus is a monotreme, a mammal whose 
young hatches from eggs.

Learn more at:

National Geographic Kids 
www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/
find/australia

TIME for Kids 
www.timeforkids.com/destination/australia

kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/australia
kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/australia
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Spotlight on Canada

Capital: Ottawa
Official Language: English and French

With a third of its land located within the Arctic 
Circle, it's no wonder Canada's often referred to 
as the Great White North! Those arctic regions 
stay frozen for up to nine months a year, so most 
Canadians live near the country's border with the 
United States, where the climate is milder. And that 
border? At 5,525 miles, it's the longest international 
boundary in the world.

Canada is a vast country—the second largest on the 
globe—with areas of rugged mountains, forested 
valleys, and rolling plains. Many native Canadians, 
also called First Nations peoples, live in the icy 
north. They hunt and fish amid the glaciers, just 
as their ancestors did when they arrived in North 
America from Asia thousands of years ago.

Half of Canada is covered with forests. Forest wildlife 
includes bears, deer, wolves, moose, and beaver, 
the country's official animal. Arctic creatures such 
as caribou, polar bears, and seals live in the frozen 
north. There are thousands of lakes in Canada, 
which, along with the country's rivers, contain almost 
20 percent of all fresh water on the planet. Niagara 
Falls, the most powerful waterfall in North America 
and a popular tourist attraction, is shared by both 
Canada and the United States.

The first non-native to reach Canada was Viking 
explorer Leif Eriksson around 1000 CE. British 
and French settlers arrived in the 1500s, but 
disagreements between fur traders and farmers 
resulted in a series of wars between 1689 and 1763. 
The British kept control of Canada after the last 
of these conflicts, the French and Indian War, but 
the French influence remains. Canada became an 
independent nation in 1931, though it still recognizes 
the Queen of Great Britain as its head of state. 

Canada is made up of ten provinces and three 
territories. Canada's population is diverse, including 
First Nations peoples and descendants of the British 
and French settlers, plus other European and Asian 
immigrants. Though Canada is slightly larger than 
the United States, it has only 11 percent as many 
people. It is one of the least densely populated 
countries in the world.

The distinctive maple leaf on the Canadian flag is a 
time-honored symbol of the country's heritage. Long 
before the first European settlers arrived, Canada's 
native peoples discovered that maple sap, which 
they gathered every spring, could be used as food. 
The maple leaf became a Canadian symbol as early 
as 1700, appearing in military and government 
settings, on currency, even in song. The red maple 
leaf design became the official flag of Canada in 
1965.
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Spotlight on Canada

Another well-known symbol of Canadian culture is 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. The Mounties 
are Canada's national police force. Established 
in 1873 to keep law and order in the country's 
untamed northwest, the Mounties rode horseback in 
their bright red dress uniforms. Today, the Mounties 
patrol in vehicles, showing off their horse riding skills 
only in public exhibitions. 

Did You Know?
• A body of water in the Canadian province of 

Manitoba is  called Lake Pekwachnamaykoskwask-
waypinwanik. What a mouthful! The name is Cree 
for "where the wild trout are caught by fishing with 
hooks."

• Drumheller Valley in the province of Alberta is home 
to many dinosaur fossils, earning its nickname the 
Dinosaur Capital of the World. 

• The province of Quebec produces most of the 
world's maple syrup. Pancakes, anyone? 

Learn more at:

National Geographic Kids 
www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/
find/canada

TIME for Kids 
www.timeforkids.com/destination/Canada  
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Spotlight on France

Capital: Paris
Official Language: French

Incredible art, delicious cheese, fine wine, fancy 
perfume, high fashion—the world has France to 
thank for these things and more! France has made 
rich contributions in the areas of politics, philosophy, 
the fine arts, film, literature, cuisine, and sports.

France is the largest country in Western Europe. 
It's often described as having six sides: three are 
coastlines, three border land. France's varied 
landscape includes beaches, like those of the French 
Riviera on the Mediterranean Sea; mountains, such 
as the Pyrenees and Alps; and picturesque rivers, like 
the Seine, Rhone, and Loire.

The French capital of Paris, also known as the City 
of Light, is home to the country's most recognizable 
landmark, the Eiffel Tower. Gustave Eiffel designed 
and built the iron tower in 1889 for the World's 
Fair; it still stands today, eighty stories tall! Many 
important museums are located in Paris, like the 
Louvre, which houses the Mona Lisa, the most famous 
painting in the world. Works by French artists Monet, 
Cezanne, and Renoir can also be found at the 
Louvre.

French cooking is considered by many to be the 
best in the world. Perhaps you've tried some of these 
French culinary creations: quiche, crêpes, croissant, 
mousse, soufflé, and the long loaves of bread known 
as baguettes. Le Cordon Bleu, a prestigious school 
devoted to the culinary arts, or the art of cooking, 
was founded in Paris in 1895. 
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France was not always called France. When Roman 
emperor Julius Caesar conquered the territory in 51 
BCE, it was known as Gaul. By 400 CE the Roman 
empire was in decline, and neighboring tribes—
including the Franks, after which France would 
be named—invaded. In 843, the territory of West 
Francia was established; this would later become 
France.

Several kings ruled France until the monarchy was 
overthrown in 1798 during the French Revolution. 
Not long after, Napoleon Bonaparte, a general 
during the revolution, took control and declared 
himself emperor. He waged several wars against 
France's neighbors until he was defeated in 1815 at 
the Battle of Waterloo. 

During World Wars I and II, France suffered 
great losses and, in World War II, was ultimately 
seized by the Nazis. The country was liberated in 
1944 by a joint effort of the United States, United 
Kingdom, and Canada. France has since emerged 
as a prosperous and important world power and a 
popular tourist destination. Today more people visit 
France than any other country.

Did You Know?
• Up, up, and away! Famous French inventions 

include the modern hot air balloon and parachute. 
• The Eiffel Tower was intended to be torn down 

within twenty years of its construction for the 1889 
World’s Fair. It was allowed to stand because of 
its use as a wireless telegraph transmitter, and 
has since become the very symbol of France. The 
tower is repainted every seven years—with sixty 
tons of paint! 

• The French invented the metric system. Le Grand 
K, the original prototype kilo made in the 1880s 
of platinum and iridium, was the only object 
known to scientists to have a mass of exactly 1kg. 
Everything else measured in kilograms is defined 
by Le Grand K. It’s kept in a vault, under triple lock 
and key, at the International Bureau of Weights 
and Measures in Sevres, France. 

Learn more at:

National Geographic Kids 
www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/
find/france

Time for Kids 
http://www.timeforkids.com/destination/france

Spotlight on France

www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/france
www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/france
http://www.timeforkids.com/destination/france
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Spotlight on New Zealand

Capital: Wellington
Official Language: English/Maori

Spectacular glaciers, rugged mountains, a volcanic 
plateau, and miles of coastline with sandy beaches—
New Zealand has it all!

Located 1,000 miles from Australia in the 
southwestern Pacific Ocean, New Zealand consists 
of two main islands, North and South, plus smaller 
islands offshore. A "spine" of mountain ranges runs 
through the middle of the North Island, with gentle 
rolling farmland on both sides. An active volcanic 
area dominates central North Island. The massive 
Southern Alps form the backbone of the South Island. 

New Zealand's rich history reflects its unique mix of 
Maori and European culture. The Maori people were 
the first to arrive in New Zealand—or Aotearoa, 
the "Land of the Long White Cloud"—journeying 
in canoes from Polynesia about 1,000 years ago. 
A Dutchman, Abel Tasman, was the first European 
to sight the country, but the British eventually made 
New Zealand part of their empire.

In 1840 the British and Maori signed the Treaty 
of Waitangi. It established British law in New 
Zealand and is considered New Zealand’s founding 
document and an important part of the country's 
history. New Zealand gained its independence from 
the British in 1947.

With its patchwork of Maori, European, Pacific 
Island, and Asian cultures, New Zealand is a 
melting-pot population. Today, of the 4.4 million 
New Zealanders (informally known as Kiwis, after 
the country's flightless bird), three-quarters live on the 
North Island, with one-third of the total population 
living in the city of Auckland. 

Because of New Zealand's remote location, until 
humans arrived, there were no mammals on the 
islands, except for those that could swim there (seals, 
sea lions, whales) or fly there (bats). Without natural 
predators, birds didn't need to fly, so New Zealand 
is home to an unusually large population of flightless 
birds, like the kiwi. Birds and insects evolved to take 
the ecological place of mammals, resulting in some 
very unusual species. The giant weta, for instance, is 
a cricket-like creature that weighs three times more 
than a mouse, making it one of the world's heaviest 
insects! 
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New Zealand Weta. Photo credit: Urby
Kiwi. Photo credit: Malene Thyssen
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Spotlight on New Zealand

New Zealanders are known for their innovation and 
ingenuity. Kiwi scientist Sir Ernest Rutherford was the 
first to split the atom in 1919. Famous Kiwi inventions 
include frozen meat, the propeller-free Hamilton jet 
boat, the wind-powered recreational vehicle called 
the Blokart, and the bungee jump. Indeed, Kiwis 
seem to excel at outdoor sports; New Zealand 
mountaineer and explorer Sir Edmund Hillary was 
the first to climb to the top of Mount Everest in 1953. 
He also reached both the South and North Poles.

Did You Know?
• New Zealand was the first country to give women 

the right to vote in 1893.
• While the kiwifruit is one of New Zealand's 

greatest exports, it is actually native to northern 
China, and is also known as the Chinese 
gooseberry.  

• The Lord of the Rings movies were filmed in New 
Zealand.

Learn more at:

National Geographic Kids 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/
find/new-zealand

Time for Kids 
http://www.timeforkids.com/destination/new-
zealand
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Sir Edmund Hillary in the cockpit of the Trans-Antarctic  
Expedition's aeroplane, Rongotai, Wellington, 1956.

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/new-zealand
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/new-zealand
http://www.timeforkids.com/destination/new-zealand
http://www.timeforkids.com/destination/new-zealand
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Spotlight on Republic of Singapore

Capital: Singapore is a city-state; its 
capital city is also called Singapore.

Official Language: Malay, Mandarin, Tamil, 
and English

The island nation of Singapore might be physically 
small, but it's a giant in other ways—it’s one of the 
economic, tourism, and multicultural powerhouses 
of Southeast Asia. Located at the tip of the Malay 
Peninsula, the city-state—meaning it is both a city 
and a country—includes the island of Singapore, plus 
more that fifty smaller islands. 

For centuries, Singapore’s strategic location at the 
meeting point of several sea routes made it a natural 
trading post for vessels sailing between Europe and 
East Asia. In the nineteenth century, Singapore became 
a British possession and a major trade hub. The 
thriving city quickly grew, attracting immigrants from 
China, India, the islands of the Malay Archipelago, 
and beyond. Development of rubber-tree plantations 
resulted in Singapore becoming one of the world’s 
largest suppliers of rubber. 

Singapore’s prosperity suffered a major blow, though, 
when it was attacked by the Japanese in World War 
II. After the Japanese surrendered in 1945, Singapore 
became a British Crown Colony; Britain allowed 
Singapore to govern itself in 1958. In 1963, Singapore 
joined the newly formed country of Malaysia, 
comprised of numerous states and territories in the 
region. In 1965, Singapore left Malaysia to become a 
fully independent nation, which it remains today. 

Evidence of Singapore’s multicultural, colonial, and 
wartime past is preserved in historic architecture, 
monuments, museums, and memorials in and around 
the city. In downtown Singapore’s Colonial District, 
you can find aromatic spice stores in Little India, 
calligraphers and fortune tellers in Chinatown, and 
stores selling fine fabrics and colorful silks in the Arab 
Quarter. 

Singapore enjoys a tropical climate, as it sits just one 
degree north of the equator; it’s hot and humid year-
round, with daytime temperatures typically in the upper 
80s. Singapore is known as The Garden City, as lush 
greenery and flowering gardens are woven among 
modern skyscrapers, shopping malls, restaurants, 
and hotels. The coasts feature long stretches of sandy 
beach.
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Spotlight on Republic of Singapore

Singapore was once known as the “lion city.” Legend 
tells that a fourteenth-century Sumatran prince who 
ruled a settlement on the island went hunting one day 
and spotted a strange creature. His advisors identified 
it as a lion; the prince named the island Singapura, 
which means “lion city” in Sanskrit. Today, Singapore’s 
mascot is the “Merlion,” a mythical creature with a 
lion’s head and a fish's tail partly inspired by the 
Sanskrit name. An interesting twist to the story: there 
are apparently no records of lions native to Singapore. 
Instead, it might have been a tiger that the prince saw, 
since tigers were found in the wild in Singapore up to 
the 1930s.

Did You Know?
• A grove of eighteen towering “supertrees” lights up 

the night at Singapore’s 250-acre Gardens by the 
Bay. The man-made structures are actually vertical 
gardens that also generate solar power and collect 
rainwater.

• Singapore’s award-winning Changi Airport 
features an outdoor nature trail, swimming pool, 
movie theater, food stalls, children's play areas, 
sleep stations, and even a koi pond! 

• Singapore's Night Safari is the world's first 
nocturnal zoo, showcasing more than 2,500 
animals that are most active under the moonlight. 
Bring your PJs! 

Learn more at:

National Geographic Kids 
ttp://www.timeforkids.com/destination/
singapore

Your Singapore 
http://www.yoursingapore.com/en.html
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Capital: London
Official Language: English

From Stonehenge to Buckingham Palace, the United 
Kingdom is known for its rich history and royal 
heritage. Located off the northwestern coast of 
Europe, the United Kingdom consists of four parts: 
England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. 
England, Scotland, and Wales make up an island 
called Great Britain; Northern Ireland sits at the north 
of the island of Ireland, to the west of Great Britain. 
(Though Ireland and Northern Ireland comprise one 
large island, Ireland is actually its own independent 
country and Northern Ireland is part of the United 
Kingdom.) 

It's believed that Stone Age man came to Britain via 
a land bridge that once joined the island to Europe. 
When melting ice raised the seas about 8,500 years 
ago, Britain became a separate island. Around 
2000 BCE one of the UK's most famous landmarks 
was built: Stonehenge. This stone monument of giant 
columns and curved crosspieces was constructed 
even before the wheel had been invented. Scientists 
are still not sure exactly how and why the mysterious 
Stonehenge was created.

Around 500 BCE, the Celtic people arrived in Britain 
from Europe, followed by the Romans in 43 CE. 
The Romans ruled for nearly four hundred years. 
They built forts, roads, and bathhouses, the ruins of 
which can still be seen today all over Britain. They 
also brought the practice of medicine and law and 
key ideas about government on which the UK's 

parliamentary system is based. Many words in the 
English language come from the Latin language of 
the Romans. You may have studied some Latin root 
words in school.

By 500 BCE, Germanic tribes called the Angles, 
Saxons, and Jutes invaded Britain. The name 
"England" comes from the Angles; English people 
became known as Anglo-Saxons. Viking, Danish, 
and Norman invaders ruled England from the 900s 
to the 1400s. In 1485, Henry Tudor from Wales 
became king, the first of five Tudors to claim the 
crown. Later, kings and queens came from other 
families.

During the reign of Queen Victoria (1837–1901), 
Britain became one of the most powerful and 
wealthy nations in the world, thanks to trade and a 
growing overseas empire. Most of Britain's colonies 
gained their independence after the two World 
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Spotlight on United Kingdom



21

Wars, though, as the nation was drained of its 
might. Many people from the former colonies in the 
Caribbean, Africa, and Asia migrated to the UK, 
creating the diverse British population of today. 

It was under Queen Victoria's rule that Buckingham 
Palace in London became the official residence and 
workplace of the British monarchy. A favorite tourist 
attraction is the daily guard-changing ceremony at 
Buckingham Palace. Dressed in traditional red coats 
and tall, black bearskin hats, a group of soldiers—
the Queen's Guard—stationed at the royal residence 
exchanges duties with a new group. 

Many of the greatest names in literature came from 
the United Kingdom, including playwright William 
Shakespeare, poet Robert Burns, novelist Charles 
Dickens, and children's writer Roald Dahl. You may 
have also heard of British author J. K. Rowling, who 
wrote a series of books about a boy wizard named 
Harry Potter!

Did You Know?
• Do you play soccer? Modern soccer was invented 

in the United Kingdom, where it's called football. 
Other popular sports—including rugby (similar to 
American football), cricket (similar to baseball), 
modern boxing, and golf—also got their start in 
the UK.

• The British enjoy their tea, as a nation drinking 165 
million cups a day!

• The tune of "The Star Spangled Banner," the 
American national anthem, was composed by 
British organist John Stafford Smith. American 
lawyer Francis Scott Key set his poem about a 
battle he witnessed in the War of 1812 to Smith's 
melody. In 1931, "The Star Spangled Banner" 
became the official anthem of the United States by 
a congressional resolution.

Learn more at:

National Geographic Kids 
www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/
find/united-kingdom

TIME for Kids 
www.timeforkids.com/destination/england

BBC Hands on History: Ancient Britain
www.bbc.co.uk/history/handsonhistory/ancient-
britain.shtml

Spotlight on United Kingdom
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http://www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/united-kingdom
http://www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/united-kingdom
www.bbc.co.uk/history/handsonhistory/ancient-britain.shtml
www.bbc.co.uk/history/handsonhistory/ancient-britain.shtml
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Tattoo Etiquette

Imagine the cafeteria at lunchtime—students laughing 
and chatting, bags and wrappers crinkling, trays 
banging and utensils clinking. Now imagine trying 
to share a story or joke with the entire room. Would 
anyone hear you? Probably not, right?

Luckily, the performance space isn't the cafeteria. 
And when we enter the arena, we all agree to a 
certain code of behavior so that everyone can enjoy 
the show. That's called audience etiquette.

Here are a few audience etiquette tips:

• Be quiet. If you talk during the performance, you 
may disturb other audience members around you 
and distract the performers. Clap and cheer for the 
performers, but don’t carry on conversations with 
your neighbors. 

• Silence your cell phone or other electronics that 
may make noise during the show. 

• Stay in your seat. Use the restroom before the 
performance begins.

• Enjoy the show! The performers have worked hard 
to present an exciting event; thank them by paying 
attention and expressing your appreciation with 
applause. Bravo!

VIRgINIA STANDARDS  
OF LEARNINg

History: WG.1, 3-4 

Foreign Language: WI.7-9, 12; WII.7-8, 11; 
WIII.6-7, 9-10; WIV.6-7, 9-10; NWI.7-8, 
11-12; NWII.7-8, 10-11; NWIII.6-7, 9-10; 
NWIV.6-7, 9-10; NWV.6-7, 9-10; FI.7, 9; 
FII.7-8; FIII.6-7; FIV.6-7, 9 

Dance: DM.14, 19, 20-21; DI.12-13, 18-19, 
23-24; DII.18, 23-24; DIII.19, 21 

Music: K.11-13; 1.11-14, 17; 2.8-10; 3.9-11, 
14; 4.7-11, 14; 5.8-9, 11-12; EI.18-19; 6.7-9, 
7.7-9, 8.7-9; MIB.19-20; MII.18-20; MIAD.18-
20; MCB.7-8; MCI.7-9; MCAD.7-9; HG.6-11; 
HIB.19-21; HII.18-20; HIAD.20-22; HIAR.20-
22; HCB.7-9; HCI.7-9; HCAD 7-9; HCAR.7-9
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We need your feedback to make our Education Programs even better! Please take a moment to complete this form 
and either return it to the Virginia Arts Festival office at 440 Bank Street, Norfolk, VA 23510, fax it to (757) 605-
3080, or e-mail your answers to education@vafest.org.

WorldClass® Event:                                                                                                                                         

How did your students respond to the performance?

How did you prepare your students for this performance? Did you use the Education Guide? If so, how? 
Did students enjoy the materials?

How did this performance contribute to experiential learning in your classroom?

What role do the arts play in your school? In your classroom?

If you could change one thing about this experience, what would it be?

Please include quotes and comments from your students as well!

(Optional)
Name:                                                                                                                                                                          
School:                                                                               City:                                                                                  
Would you like to be part of our database?     Yes            No                          

Feedback Form
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